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Introduction
Park Ridge has long been known as a great place to raise a family. It is a safe and neighborly place, 

known for its excellent education and quality of life. Transportation assets such as O’Hare, commuter
 rail and bus lines and nearby highways provide Park Ridgians with ready access to the world. 

We continue to modernize our infrastructure, cultivate beauty, appreciate our heritage, and enjoy 
the local offerings. We have long concerned ourselves with our natural resources as individuals

and as a City. We enjoy a strong sense of community commitment. 

We now face new concerns. There is a call to action to mitigate and adapt to the 
effects of the climate crisis and other environmental challenges. To continue

the Park Ridge path that has been long established, we need to 
examine our sustainability decisions through a fresh lens   

If we had a crystal ball, what would we like to see in the future? 

With today’s many new technical, environmental, social and economic
challenges, achieving sustainability requires focus.  This is 
the summary objective of this Sustainability Plan (“Plan”). 

The Plan has been developed by the Park Ridge Sustainability 
Task Force (STF) and makes recommendations for the City 

to set realistic and strategic sustainability goals. The Plan 
focuses on near- and mid-term actions.  These ideas are 

supported by the updated Comprehensive Plan, 
particularly the Sustainability and Transportation chapters, 
as well as recent Strategic Plans, and should be considered

 in the future as part of such planning processes.

Park Ridge has been applying
sustainability strategies for many
years, through local action and
participation in regional initiatives.  Park 
Ridge has already taken actions that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and address climate impacts, including improving recycling 
for residents, stormwater management projects, becoming a Tree 
City USA community, and earning SolSmart Bronze certification 
by streamlining solar permitting processes (see p. 30, “Park Ridge 
Sustainability History”).  

This Plan sets the stage for continuing these efforts while prioritizing 
new actions and incorporating sustainability into the community’s 
culture.  Park Ridge’s overall strategy can be advanced by designating 
roles and responsibilities for city leadership and staff, community 
volunteers, and other public organizations. 

Since 2009, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (the “Caucus”) has 
spearheaded regional coordination among Chicagoland’s municipalities 
considering greener approaches to government. In 2016, the Caucus 
developed the Greenest Region Compact (GRC), which enables local 
governments to commit to sustainability goals.  Park Ridge City Council 
formally endorsed the GRC on September 18, 2017 and thereafter 
became a member community and beneficiary of the Caucus’ regional 
environmental programs.



GRC Framework
The GRC Framework provides a menu of frequently-
adopted sustainability actions that can be used 
to develop local sustainability plans.  The 
Sustainability Task Force used the GRC 
Framework to develop this document.  The 
following sections of the Plan align with major 
categories in the GRC.

Focus 1   CLIMATE  PAGE 3

As the rate of climate change accelerates and global 
awareness surges, the need for positive action at the
local level has become increasingly urgent. The City
must be committed to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions while anticipating and preparing for the 
growing adaptation needs due to climate change. 

Focus 2 

To reduce costs, pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, the City 
needs to reduce energy consumption and consider cleaner sources 
of energy for electric power, heating, and transportation. 

Focus 3 

Following in the Tree City tradition, Park Ridge has a continuing responsibility to ensure that trees and other 
attractive and sustainable landscaping are encouraged throughout the community. Sustainable landscaping 
practices and increasing the tree canopy provide many health and environmental benefits to our City. 

Focus 4 

To support reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and provide for a healthier, more physically active community, 
the City and citizens need to reduce vehicle miles traveled in and around Park Ridge through improved bike and 
pedestrian infrastructure and mass transit, provide a more sustainable municipal fleet, and encourage use of 
vehicles that do not consume petroleum fuels. 

Focus 5  

The City needs to commit to a stormwater management program to reduce the amount of water that ends 
up flooding homes and businesses, including gray and green infrastructure investments, reasonable revenue 
generation programs to pay for the infrastructure, and education of the public on water retention best practices. 

Focus 6 

Reinvigorate and promote waste reduction and recycling programs to increase the diversion rate of waste 
to landfills. This includes the broad spectrum of by-products (paper, disposable containers, food, electronics, 
medical, etc.) from the City, its residents, and businesses. 

Successful implementation will require assessing costs and benefits, outreach efforts, and using metrics to track progress.

The list of actions from the GRC Framework that were used to create this plan are listed in the “GRC References” 
table beginning on page 27.

MOBILITY  PAGE 13

LAND  PAGE 9

WATER  PAGE 17

WASTE & RECYCLING  PAGE 21

Introduction

CLIMATE  PAGE 3

ENERGY  PAGE 5

This Plan was assembled based on the good ideas of the members of the STF.  We welcome 
feedback on this document, including the addition of other suggestions using the GRC

Framework or other inputs from City Staff, City Leadership and the community at large.
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https://mayorscaucus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/GRC2-Framework-Booklet_PDF-FINAL-4-2018.pdf   GRC Framework
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As the rate of climate change accelerates and global awareness surges, the need for 
positive action at the local level has become increasingly urgent.   The whole community 

of Park Ridge needs to address Climate Change challenges head on.

Although Park Ridge has not yet felt the most dramatic effects of climate change 
documented globally, we have experienced increases in invasive species as well as 
extreme precipitation events that have caused widespread and repeated flooding. 

Beginning in the near term and accelerating over time, the Midwest
can also expect rising average temperatures, periods of both drought and heavier rain,

impacts on infrastructure, disruption of some food supplies and property damage.   

While a growing number of people are aware of these challenges, few fully understand 
the scale and momentum of the crisis. Fewer still appreciate that the

resolve to tackle this emergency will be driven by individual communities.

The mission includes two broad categories: Mitigation and Adaptation. 
Mitigation means doing our part to slow the rate of climate change. 

Adaptation means responding to these changes in a positive way.  

The City is long committed to improving quality of life in PR and should continue
this practice by anticipating and preparing for rapid climate change.   

Responding To Climate Change 
Through Local Mitigation and Adaptation

Photo courtesy of Gail Milburn

Climate

Core Objectives:
• Reduce City facility greenhouse gas emissions by applying best practices in energy, 

transportation and waste management

• Prepare for climate change impacts through collective and individual initiatives 

• Educate and engage the community about local and broader realities of climate change 

• Baseline current Green House Gas (GHG) emissions and measure the impact of changes 
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An educational seminar on Climate 
Crisis presented by Task Force 
members at the Park Ridge Library,
November 2019.
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Reduce GHG Emissions
The City should develop plans 
to decrease overall municipal 
greenhouse gas emissions. The 
process requires first establishing 
measurable baseline emissions 
levels in such areas as lighting, 
HVAC, water heating, waste 
production / recycling rates and 
vehicular fuel consumption. Over 
time, informed changes can be 
made, and new measures taken 
to assess progress and adherence 
to the plan. Successful emission 
abatement in any of these areas 
should be documented and shared. 

Clim
ate

Develop and Share Educational Materials
The Sustainability Task Force will support volunteer groups to 
develop and present educational materials on Climate Mitiga-
tion and Adaptation, including multimedia presentations, in-
formative literature and social media content.  This process has 
already started with local presentations and supporting mate-
rials, including a multimedia presentation entitled “Our Rapidly 
Changing Climate: Impacts on Park Ridge and the Planet.”  The 
goal is to inform citizens, businesses and other organizations 
about what they can do and why.  Print and online variations 
of presented material are available to the public.

In 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
warned that net human-caused CO2 emissions must fall 45%  from

2010 levels by 2030 and reach ‘net-zero’ by 2050.

Park Ridge has long been known as a great place to raise a family, with strong spiritual and moral values, excellent 
education for young and old, a safe and neighborly place to live, and generally provides excellent quality of life.  Assets 
like O’Hare, commuter rail and bus lines and the myriad of nearby highways provide Park Ridgians with ready access to 
the world.  We continue to modernize our infrastructure, cultivate beauty, appreciate our heritage, and enjoy the local 
offerings.  We have long concerned ourselves with our natural resources as individuals and as a City.   There is no shortage of 
volunteerism and a strong sense of community commitment.   

Together, we now face a new set of concerns.  There is a call to action to mitigate and adapt to the effects of Climate Change 
and other environmental challenges.  To continue the Park Ridge path that has been long established, we need to be 
looking at decisions about sustainability through a fresh lens, while extending our positive value system. 
If we had a crystal ball, what would we like to see in the future?  

With today’s many new technical, environmental, social and economic challenges, the subject of sustainability requires 
dedicated focus.   This is the summary objective of this Sustainability Plan (“Plan”).  This Plan has been developed by 
the Park Ridge Sustainability Task Force (STF) and makes recommendations for the City to set realistic and strategic 
environmental, social and economic goals for Park Ridge to achieve in the next few years and looks to see what might be 
considered beyond this.  These goals are consistent with the legacy of the City and hope to advance the quality of life for all.  
Further, the STF intends for these ideas be intergated  as part of the City’s formal planning, including support of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Sustainability is commonly defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet theirs. It has three main pillars: economic, environmental, and social. 

To add perspective, Park Ridge has been conscientiously applying sustainability strategies and actions for many years, 
both through local initiatives and participation in regional efforts (more below). This Plan sets the stage to continue and 
these efforts while prioritizing new actions and advancing the integration of sustainability into the community’s culture.  
Park Ridge’s overall sustainability strategy can be improved by more clearly designating roles and responsibilities for city 
leadership and staff, community volunteers and other public organizations.  

Since 2009, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (the “Caucus”) has spearheaded regional coordination among the 
Chicagoland’s municipalities considering sustainability strategies and actions.  In 2016, the Caucus developed the  Greenest 
Region Compact (GRC) and the Park Ridge City Council formally endorsed the GRC on September 18, 2017 and thereafter 
became a member community and beneficiary of the Caucus’ regional environmental programs.  

To assist municipalities in the region, the Caucus provides the GRC Framework.  The GRC Framework consists of a menu of 
goals, strategies and actions that each community can choose to uniquely seed each community’s planning ideas.  Within 
these categories, the GRC Framework provides over 400 ideas gathered from existing sustainability plans developed by 30 
municipalities.  This GRC Framework has been applied to generate this document.  This Plan includes the following focus 
areas, which follow the GRC framework.



According to Lazard, 
a leading energy 
research company, the 
levelized total capital 
and operating costs 
of renewable energy 
are already less than 
conventional power 
sources, without 
subsidies.

Reducing Energy Consumption,  Using Renewable
Energy and Transitioning to All Electric Buildings

As more people become concerned about the future we are leaving to the next generation, many 
communities have begun setting targets for reducing energy consumption through smarter energy 
practices and use of cleaner power sources.  We believe Park Ridge can become a leader in this area by  
implementing the steps discussed in this section.

Significant cost reductions combined with improvements in economies of scale mean that sustainable 
energy no longer entails tradeoffs between increased costs and sustainability. Technologies such as LED 
lighting, smart controls, ENERGY STAR appliances, and highly efficient HVAC and hot water systems can be 
deployed to reduce the amount of energy consumed in building. 

The State of Illinois and many global organizations are targeting 100% renewable energy by 2050 and 
net zero carbon buildings by as early as 2030.  The City should baseline energy use and then establish 
measurements to assess the impact of improvements.  Whether the objective is sustainability or economic 

benefit, now is the time for Park Ridge to  begin transforming the energy equation of our community.

Core Objectives:
• Net Zero Carbon Buildings

• Reduce energy consumption

• Use clean sources of energy

• Provide education and outreach resources 

Energy
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Conserve Energy in Municipal Operations 
The City has clear opportunities to reduce energy use, especially in public facilities and street lighting.  

Public Buildings
For our City’s public buildings, the process starts with analyzing current energy consumption to determine 
whether there are cost effective alternatives.  Energy audits of municipal facilities provide a useful 
framework to quantify the specific energy load of each building, thereby helping to prioritize energy 
efficiency actions.  ComEd, Nicor or third-party vendors should be engaged as there are many free or low-
cost programs to identify “low hanging fruit”.  

The next step for City facilities should be to bench-
mark each building using ENERGY STAR®  Portfolio
Manager (a free online tool). This will allow a relative energy 
performance comparison of each building to similar
buildings and the ability to prioritize future projects.   

Based on the benchmarking results of each public facility, 
prioritization can be established for which facilities 
to consider for renovations. This activity would produce
data that could be used to determine required
replacement or infrastructure upgrades.

These studies will concentrate on the energy consuming features of each building. Typical aspects include 
lighting, appliances, plug loads, HVAC systems, hot water systems, building envelope (e.g. windows and 
insulation levels) and building controls. 

Based on results of these reviews, City departments should create and implement a city-wide retrofit 
program prioritizing life cycle cost and transitioning to net zero carbon buildings.

Energy

Street Lighting
There are an estimated 761 
streetlights in Park Ridge.  Four 
hundred of them are owned 
and maintained by ComEd 
with the rest owned by the City 
and maintained by a
sub-contractor.  As ComEd is 
in the process of changing
their bulbs to LEDs, the City
should define and develop a 
program for the remaining 361 
bulbs to be converted to LED.   

Portfolio Manager References  

Guidance on Building Energy Competitions 

ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager 

The City should take advantage of the applicable Future Energy Jobs Act (FEJA) incentive programs.
Photoimage courtesy of Sean O’Leary

6

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/energy-efficiency-competition-guide
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager


Promote Renewable Energy Adoption in the Community 
Renewable energy use has 
grown substantially in the 
last ten years and is expected 
to continue.  For Park Ridge, 
this mainly relates to rooftop 
solar photovoltaic (“PV”), with 
community solar options 
emerging as well. The City 
plays several critical roles with 
respect to renewable energy, 
as both a potential technology 
owner and to support the 
community in deploying 
renewable energy.

Investigate Solar On City Buildings
Although there is growing interest in installing solar panels on municipal properties, Park Ridge is 
not currently permitted to participate in the incentive programs under the existing ComEd Franchise 
Agreement.  However, there are pending regulatory and legislation actions that would free up franchised 
municipalities from this constraint. Continued investigation of solar power on City property
is recommended so the City is ready when the rules become favorable.

In 2019, Park Ridge earned SolSmart Bronze 
designation by training City staff on permitting 
and inspection related to PV installation and 
updating related ordinances.  Dozens of solar 
installations have since been approved in the city.   

Energy

City support of renewable energy may take several forms:

• Purchase 100% renewable power from the grid for all public facility electricity consumption

• Support community members who wish to install their own solar system by providing 
information and outreach events

• Support Community Solar for interested residents

• Continue to support SolSmart program, including
 achievement of Gold level.  
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Energy
Educate the Community on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Opportunities
By developing educational programs, the City should encourage the community to follow similar 
best practices as they conduct retrofits or new builds of their homes, businesses and other facilities.  
The STF and other groups can provide useful educational resources (presentations, documents, 
videos, links, etc.) on:

 •  The basics of energy use, reduction and renewable energy

•  How to apply for available financial resources (incentives, programs, loans) for  
 either a home or a commercial building

•  Solar options, including solar photovoltaic, community solar, group solar  
 purchasing, third party ownership options, and Property Assessed Clean  
 Energy (PACE)

•  Best practices to make buildings zero net carbon

Municipal Energy  Conservation Resources: 

Village of Northbrook Sustainability Plan
Village of Schaumburg Energy Efficiency
Cook County Energy Benchmarking Report
ComEd Aurora Retro Commissioning Case Study

Three generations of light 
bulb each producing 1100 
lumens.  In general, LED 
bulbs are about 5 times 
more energy efficient than 
incandescent bulbs, far 
outweighing initial cost in 
terms of overall value.

Benchmarking Resources:  

Evanston Energy Benchmarking Ordinance
Chicago Energy Benchmarking Report 

ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager
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http://www.nbparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Northbrook_Sustainability_Plan_NBPD_10_30_14-3.pdf
https://www.villageofschaumburg.com/government/community-development/comprehensive-green-action-plan/energy-efficiency
httphttps://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/default/files/2018_benchmarking_report_final.pdf://
http://https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourBusiness/Pages/CaseStudies/AuroraPublicLibrary.aspx
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/departments/community-development/building-inspection-services/benchmarking-ordinance
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/progs/env/EnergyBenchmark/2018_Chicago_Energy_Benchmarking%20Report.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
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A robust tree canopy and sustainable landscapes provide many health 
and environmental benefits to our City. Park Ridge has supported these 

objectives through achievements such as Park Ridge’s Tree City
USA designation (since 1984) and the Mayor signing the

Mayors’ Monarch Pledge in 2019.

Preserving Our Trees And
Promoting Sustainable Landscaping

Photo courtesy of the Chicago Region Trees Initiative

Land

Core Objectives:
• Adopt sustainable landscaping policies

• Educate residents on land management practices 



Plant More Trees
Tree planting and canopy management continue to be a priority for Park Ridge.  A robust tree canopy 
provides many benefits including improved water quality, reduced stormwater runoff, cleaner air, 
increased residential property values, lower crime rates, reduced energy costs, and carbon sequestration. 
In addition, trees add to the natural beauty and character of the City.

The City has determined that there 
are over 4,000 potential locations 
to plant trees on parkways, and has 
embarked on an ambitious effort to 
plant 600 trees per year. In 2012, Park 
Ridge’s tree canopy was calculated 
at 41%, but it is now less due to the 
huge loss of ash trees. 
The City should set a goal of 
increasing the canopy to 50% 
coverage.  This will require 
appropriate canopy analysis data 
and strategic siting of tree plantings. 

Residents should be engaged in 
the City’s tree planting efforts and 
participate in tree and shrub sales 
conducted by community partners.

Land

Educate the Public on Best Practices 
To support sustainable land initiatives, various public outreach programs should be developed and re-
sources made available to local residents and businesses. Local groups and partner organizations could 
sponsor such outreach events. The City should work with other public and private entities (Library, Park 
District, Chamber of Commerce, etc.) and volunteer groups to educate the public about: 

•  The value of trees and sustainable
 landscaping. 
•  Selection, planting, and care of native trees 

and shrubs. Examples: Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR), Chicago Bo-
tanic Garden, Chicagoland Grows, Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), 
Chicago Sustainable Backyard Program. 

•  Integrated Pest Management strategies 
and practices for landscapes, and infor-
mation on natural alternatives, to reduce 
impacts from fertilizers and pesticides. 

•  Green infrastructure and stormwater re-
tention (rain barrels, bioswales, retention 
ponds, etc.).

•  Benefits of replacing turf grass with deep 
rooted native plants that allow for storm-
water infiltration and retention. 

•  Benefits of pollinator gardens. 
Image courtesy of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
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http://Illinois Department of Natural Resources
http://Illinois Department of Natural Resources
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/landscaping_native_plants
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/landscaping_native_plants
http://www.chicagolandgrows.org/index.php
https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/364820/FY13-0092%2520OUTDOOR%2520WATER%2520CONSERVATION%2520MANUAL%2520lowres.pdf/f9ef128d-c694-491f-8044-199d17f10cbc.
https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/364820/FY13-0092%2520OUTDOOR%2520WATER%2520CONSERVATION%2520MANUAL%2520lowres.pdf/f9ef128d-c694-491f-8044-199d17f10cbc.


Adopt Sustainable Landscaping Policies
Twenty-four percent of the land in Park Ridge is publicly owned. By instituting native and 
sustainable landscaping practices, Park Ridge’s Public entities (City, Park District, Park Ridge Public 
Library, school districts) can set a meaningful example for residents and businesses and play a 
leadership role in the beautification of our City. 

Sustainable landscaping practices are in balance with the local climate and environment. Therefore, 
they require minimal resource inputs such as water and fertilizer. Native plants, a large component 
of sustainable landscaping, are hardy because they have adapted to the local conditions. They 
are deep rooted and drought and pest resistant. Once established, native plants typically do not 
need pesticides, fertilizers, or watering. Not only is this good for the environment, it saves time and 
money.

The City’s lawn maintenance practices should incorporate native plants and reduce the use of 
pesticides and herbicides. Integrated Pest Management best practices should also be implemented 
where feasible. 

Park Ridge can benefit from the information available from numerous local resources, such as the 
IDNR’s “For Your Garden” and the many well established garden groups. 

Land
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Integrate Sustainable 
Landscaping Practices into 
City Codes and Regulations
A multi-disciplinary approach 
to building, development, and 
landscaping codes can be help 
achieve sustainability practices 
city-wide. A review of existing 
codes could identify areas in which 
code or ordinance changes can be 
made to increase the application of 
sustainable landscaping practices, 
as well as other actions in this 
plan. Recommendations should be 
made for changes to the applicable 
City codes or ordinances. Other 
municipalities in the region have 
developed ordinances to support 
Sustainable Landscaping.

Photo courtesy of Gail Milburn



Take Action to Benefit Monarchs
The Mayors’ Monarch Pledge (MMP) is a program of the National Wildlife Federation that 
aims to encourage municipalities to commit to creating habitats for monarch butterflies 
and other important pollinators.  Mayor Maloney signed the MMP on June 26, 2019, 
committing the City of Park Ridge to complete at least three of 25 actions suggested by 
the MMP within a year.

Of the 25 suggested MMP actions, Park Ridge should initially focus on the following to 
foster the growth and effectiveness of pollinator habitats:

Land
Encourage Planting and Registration of Pollinator Gardens 

The Million Pollinator Garden Challenge (MPGC) is a program to encourage 
the creation and preservation of pollinator habitats. Healthy habitats
are imperative to revive the populations of butterflies, bees, birds,
and bats that are critical to agriculture.  The MPGC is a network of
registered pollinator gardens across the United States. Park Ridge 

residents, businesses,
and  public entities 
should be encouraged
to participate.

• Action #2: Launch a public 
communication effort to encourage 
citizens to plant monarch gardens at 
their homes and in their neighborhoods.

• Action #18: Remove milkweed from 
the list of noxious plants in the city 
landscaping ordinance.  Ordinance 
5-11-1 should be revised to only include 
plants considered noxious by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources. 

• Action #23: Change the landscaping 
ordinance to support Integrated Pest 
Management and the reduced use of 
pesticides and insecticides. 
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https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/ct-life-pollinator-gardens-chicago-20190228-story.html
www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Documents/IllinoisNoxiousWeeds.pdf
www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Documents/IllinoisNoxiousWeeds.pdf


Transportation recently became the United States’ leading source of greenhouse gas emissions, 
overtaking emissions from power plants. Reducing the environmental impact of transportation 
can be done in a few primary ways: reducing vehicle miles traveled; increasing use of alternate 
fuels, electricity, and non-motorized transportation; and optimizing use of transportation 
modes (cars, trains, transit, bike, active transportation, etc.).  

While Park Ridge has good public transportation connections to Chicago, travel within the city 
by car is common. Park Ridge developed bike plans in 2005 and 2018, and some parts of those 
plans have been implemented.  However, additional improvements are needed to increase the 
convenience, comfort, and safety of walking and biking in Park Ridge. 

As plug-in hybrid and fully electric vehicles become more common, fuel costs and pollution 
will be reduced.  Park Ridge should support the use of such vehicles within the city fleet, 
locally, and regionally.

Park Ridge’s updated Comprehensive Plan for 2020 includes a Transportation Chapter.  That 
chapter addresses some of the recommendations below, improving conditions for pedestrians 
and continuing to implement the 2018 Bike Plan.

Core Objectives:
• Reduce vehicle miles traveled in Park Ridge 

through improved bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure and citizen education.

• Support use of alternative fuels and 
electrified vehicles among city staff, 
residents, and businesses.

Applying Active Transportation and
Smarter Vehicle Solutions

Mobility
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Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
M

obility 

Educate cyclists and drivers on safely
sharing the road
District 64 is developing a bike and walking safety 
education program as required by a recent state law, 
but it likely will not include on-bike instruction.  The 
police department should collaborate with partners, 
potentially including the school districts, PTOs, and park 
district to offer on-bike education.  This could be provided 
through formal classes or bike rodeos in conjunction with 
community events or Park Ridge’s Kidical Mass rides.  There 
is also a strong need to educate motorists and cyclists 
on sharing the road—for example, pedestrian right-of-
way at intersections and the right of cyclists to “take the 
lane”.  Educational materials, including bike maps and 
information about Ride Illinois’ online bike safety quizzes, 
could be promoted through city and school district 
communication channels, including city sticker mailings.

Implement recommendations
from the 2018 Bike Plan 
Outreach done for the Comprehensive Plan 
update in 2019 indicates desire among 
residents for additional bike infrastructure.   
Park Ridge should pursue improvements on 
Phase 2 and 3 routes identified by the Bike 
Plan for further consideration, particularly 
Busse Highway, Talcott and crossings to the 
Des Plaines River Trail (DPRT).  

Maintain a process for installing
bicycle parking
A bike parking network is an essential, 
low-cost method of encouraging cycling.  
Although the Bike Task Force was successful 
in getting additional bike parking added in 
Uptown and South Park, as cycling becomes 
more popular in Park Ridge there may be a 
need for additional bike parking.  Park Ridge 
should routinely assess the need for bike 
parking and encourage and/or incentivize 
bike parking at multifamily and commercial
building projects.

Photo of Kidical Mass Bike Ride near South Park, 
courtesy of Alderman Maureen Hartwig.
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Improve Walkability and Transit Options
Develop a plan for improving conditions for pedestrians 
Pedestrian crossings in commercial areas and at intersections of arterial roads can be challenging for pedestrians 
as well as cyclists. The City should develop an inventory of dangerous or uncomfortable intersections based on 
accident data and staff expertise.  Recommendations for improvement could be developed from this research, 
including pedestrian islands and high-visibility crosswalks with activated beacons to alert motorists to pedestrians. 

Implement a Complete Streets Policy
Complete Streets is a design approach 
focused on the needs of all road users.  
The City should pass a Complete 
Streets policy, preferably one that is 
integrated with sustainable road design 
and construction practices (e.g., green 
infrastructure and warm-mix asphalt) and 
integrate it into existing city codes and 
procedures.

Beautify crosswalks through public art 
It is common for motorists in Park Ridge to fail to 
yield to pedestrians at crosswalks. Some com-
munities have experimented with innovative 
crosswalk designs that better catch the eye of 
motorists, and, in addition, serve as public art.  
Park Ridge should consider piloting crosswalks 
that integrate art into their design in the Uptown 
and South Park commercial districts, particularly 
on Prospect, which is under Park Ridge’s jurisdic-
tion.  Such a project would pay tribute to Park 
Ridge’s art colony past and could feature art by or 
in the style of Park Ridge artists past and present.  
Designs could be generated in partnership with 
local arts-related organizations.  

Advocate for improved transit service
While Park Ridge is served by Metra, CTA, and PACE, in many cases route timing does not allow easy 
connections.  Service can be infrequent or nonexistent in some parts of town and on weekends, 
discouraging transit use outside of a routine weekday commute into downtown Chicago.  The City 
should work with transit agencies to advocate for improved service.

Create a Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Public oversight and assistance to improve bikeability and walkability should be housed in a permanent 
commission with an appropriate City liaison, preferably from Community Planning and Development.  
A Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) should be formed or, alternatively, a similar function 
could be housed in a permanent Sustainability Commission.  

Photo from www.pedbikeimages.org, Dan Burden

Image courtesy of AARP

M
obility 
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https://smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets-best-practices/


Support Alternative Fuels and Electrified Vehicles
Operate an efficient vehicle fleet that includes electric and hybrid vehicles.
Many City vehicles are used for short distances within town and are therefore ideal candidates for elec-
tric vehicles. The City should evaluate fleet vehicle needs and develop a plan to transition to hybrid, 
electric-only and/or alternative fueled vehicles.  

M
obility 

Promote the use of cleaner vehicles 
by residents and businesses.  
As electric vehicles increase in availability 
and popularity in coming years, more 
charging infrastructure will be needed.  
The City should pursue incentives for 
charging stations on public properties 
and collaborate with regional planning 
partners to locate electric and alternative 
fuel infrastructure that supports a 
regional network.  These efforts should be 
supported by a broader outreach effort to 
promote use of clean vehicles and fuels by 
residents and businesses.  

Enact anti-idling policies for public fleet vehicles  
Unnecessary idling wastes fuel, increasing pollution and 
fuel costs.  The City should develop city-wide regulations
and enforce anti-idling policies at city sites.  Vehicles
with automatic idling management should also be
considered as part of a vehicle purchasing policy. 

Image Courtesy ChargePoint
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Flooding is a major concern for residents and businesses in Park Ridge.   
The City of Park Ridge has undertaken multiple stormwater studies 

and infrastructure improvements to reduce flood risks within the 
community, with several new initiatives in the works. Several permeable 

pavement projects have been initiated, including installation of a 
permeable surface at the Public Library parking lot.

Encouraging residents and businesses to reduce the risk of flooding 
on their properties or within their neighborhoods is a community 

endeavor.  The ultimate objective is fewer flooding incidents within 
individual homes and businesses.

Applying Best Management Practices For
Water Conservation and Flooding

Core Objectives:
•  Optimize municipal green infrastructure to manage stormwater on public, 

residential and other properties

•  Promote smarter programs for residents to minimize and mitigate flooding

•  Educate and engage the community in stormwater management 
approaches such as rain barrels, permeable pavers, rain gardens, etc. 

• Reduce community water consumption per capita

17 Photoimage courtesy of Gail Milburn

Bioswales: Natural
Stormwater Treatment

Water



Optimize Municipal Water Infrastructure
Green infrastructure Best Management Practices (BMP) provide solutions that hold stormwater where it 
falls during and after storms, reducing stormwater entering sewers.  Green infrastructure can act as a filter 
to remove pollutants from paved surface runoff. Green infrastructure BMPs may consist of permeable 
paving, rain gardens, native plantings, and other BMPs.  Green infrastructure should be considered for all 
city owned properties, where practical, useful, and visible to the public. By implementing these policies 
on municipal properties, the City will lead by example for the community, demonstrate how the practice 
works, and show that water quality and stormwater quantity reduction is doable and important.

W
ater

Bioswales, Filter Strips, Trees, 
Rain Gardens, and Other 
Functional Landscapes  

The City should install functional 
landscapes including native vegeta-
tion where practicable. These solu-
tions decrease stormwater runoff 
which causes urban flooding.  Green 
infrastructure improves infiltration 
and supports the ecosystem by 
providing food and habitat to native 
species. Trees and foliage make the 
community more aesthetically pleas-
ing and increase property values and 
may even help thwart crime.

Permeable Materials: Building and retrofitting 
The City is evaluating municipal property for potential retrofitting with permeable pavement, based 
on cost, use, and other factors. These projects will allow stormwater to percolate and infiltrate through 
the pavement and into aggregate layers or soil below.  Permeable surfaces reduce water volume 
entering the sewer system during a storm. Porous pavement should also be considered when building 
new municipally owned paved surfaces. 

Image courtesy of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

PERMEABLE PAVING STONES

Curb or edge

2-in layer
#8 washed stone

Soil

6 to12-in layer
#57 stone

Subgrade

Permeable paving systems consist 
of a layer of solid concrete pavers 
separated by joints filled with small 
stones that act as a reservoir for 
stormwater. During a rain storm, 
water flows into the joints between 
the pavers and into an open-graded 
base-crushed stone layer with no 
small or fine particles. The void 
spaces among the crushed stones in 
this layer store water and channel 
it back into the soil subgrade. 
The stones in the base layer filter 
stormwater and help reduce 
pollutants.
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Reduce Flood Risk:
Disconnect Residential Downspouts from Sewers and Direct Flow to Landscaping

Park Ridge City code specifies that downspouts must discharge to the front or rear of the property, 
be located within 5 feet of the front or rear building corner and 4 feet from any side lot lines.  
Nevertheless, many homeowners have rerouted their downspouts or other drainage features to 
discharge directly into sewers in order to relieve the 
amount of water collecting on their properties during 
storm events. This practice can impact flooding in 
other areas of the city.

Additionally, to ease flooding potential on properties, 
residents should be encouraged to direct the flow of 
excess water on their property to water-accepting
features such as permeable pavement, planted swales
or rain gardens, and native plants and trees with deep
roots.  Encouraging the connection of 
downspouts to rain barrels for water 
collection is an inexpensive means of
collecting excess water 

Overhead Basement
Sewer Systems
In an overhead basement sewer system, 
the elevation of the lowest opening in 
a home’s plumbing is above the level of 
a potentially overflowing sewer.  There-
fore, in the event of an overwhelmed 
city sewer system, water or sewage has 
a much lower chance of backing up into 
the home.  However, numerous older 
homes within the City of Park Ridge were 
constructed prior to this building code 
requirement and may not have been con-
verted to overhead sewers. Residents and 
businesses can be encouraged to convert 
to overhead basement sewer system by 
explaining the obvious benefit of water or 
sewage being less likely to back up into 
the building structure. Incentives may be 
utilized to help encourage residents and 
businesses to convert to overhead base-
ment sewer systems.

Images courtesy of the 
Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago
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Manage Water Quality & Water Conservation:
Roads are regularly salted in the winter and herbicides and pesticides are applied to green 
surfaces during warmer seasons. Precipitation causes runoff of these chemicals.  The City should 
consider ways to minimize surface and groundwater contamination from runoff into our local 
rivers and aquifers.  

As the cost of drinking water rises, the community needs to find ways to reduce water consump-
tion per capita.  In concert, the freshwater infrastructure should be comprehensively and sustain-
ably managed.  The City should consider new policies and codes to require water efficiency and 
conservation in commercial and residential development.

Educational Resources:
 The City should work with and support volunteer groups to develop and present educational 
materials on topics such as:

• Green infrastructure water retention and detention methods for residential, commercial 
 and public property

• Preparing homes and business for floods
• The importance of water conservation and water quality
• Understanding the public water supply and wastewater operations 

Typical stormwater projects in a single-family residence 
Image courtesy of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
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In 1989, Illinois adopted the Illinois Solid Waste Management Act that establishes the following waste 
management hierarchy (in descending order of preference) as State policy:

• Volume reduction at the source
• Recycling and reuse
• Combustion with energy recovery
• Combustion for volume reduction
• Disposal in landfill facilities

The predominant waste management method used by the State and the City of Park Ridge continues 
to be the least preferential method: landfill disposal. The City should continue to pursue ways to reduce 
waste from residents and businesses.

Waste reduction and recycling are the public’s gateway to sustainability. People physically touch their 
waste every day and can visibly see the amount produced. Studies  show that investment in waste 
reduction and recycling reduces greenhouse gas emissions, creates jobs, and returns significant 
economic benefits.

The City currently provides curbside recycling and landscape waste collection. Approximately 52% of 
the City’s $2.7 million Solid Waste Management expenditures go towards recycling and landscape waste 
composting. The City also has numerous recycling and special collection opportunities for its residents 

including electronics, pharmaceuticals, batteries and fluorescent lamps.

Finding Ways To Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle

Waste & Recycling

Core Objectives:
• Practice and promote measures to reduce 

waste through data tracking, education, 
goal setting, and reporting.

• Ensure residents and businesses are given 
multiple opportunities to generate less 
waste and recycle as much as possible.

• Create partnerships between the City and 
its vendors and affiliates (contracted waste 
hauler, schools, park district, Chamber 
of Commerce, etc.) to align their waste 
reduction missions. 

• Provide robust and comprehensive 
education programs for city departments, 
residents, businesses, and other partners.
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Encourage “Zero Waste” at Public Events
W

aste

Benchmark and Report on Waste Reduction

The City should establish baseline waste and recycling data for all refuse operations. This should 
include the tons of waste and recycling collected through the City’s residential franchise contract 
and from the City’s municipal operations. These statistics should be provided to the City by the waste 
hauler on a regular basis. Based on the baseline data, the City should establish a rolling 3-year goal 
to reduce the total landfilled waste, for example by 1% per year, while increasing the municipal recy-
cling/diversion rate by 5%. 

The City should work in conjunction with 
the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County (SWANCC) and the contracted 
waste hauler to assess public knowledge 
and develop educational materials based 
on the collected data.

The City should also encourage the 
business community to engage in similar 
efforts to increase waste diversion from 
businesses and other organizations. This 
could be encouraged through business 
license fee discounts and Green Business 
recognition.

Special event permitting should 
encourage moving toward zero 
waste events.  The City could 
establish a modest refuse fee 
for public events that may be 
waived if the event applicant 
provides a waste diversion plan. 
This could include signage en-
couraging recycling, providing 
composting when food is avail-
able, and offering reusable cups 
and serving items.

The City should work with special event applicants to present at least one 
zero waste event per year, using the event as an opportunity to inform the 
public of waste diversion options.

Typical waste trend goal profile for municipality of a population 
of 40,000.
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Educate the Community on Best Practices for Reduction and Recycling 

Education will raise awareness of sustainability best practices among Park Ridge residents, business 
owners and visitors. A key goal will be to increase the number of residents and City personnel that im-
plement sustainable waste management practices. Education efforts can include the following:

• Develop a public education campaign on the hows and whys of sustainable waste best practices.

• Work with partners, SWANCC, Collective Resource, the contracted waste hauler, etc. to gather data 
and disseminate information. Communicate educational content and resources via the Spokes-
man, the City website, and other channels.

• Create a Library resource section and City website section with a focus on Park Ridge Sustainability. 
This can include printed information, photos, hyperlinks, books/resources, list of local meetings 
and events – all with a focus on the ongoing efforts and education to help community members 
become more informed and participatory in sustainability efforts, including waste reduction.

• Establish and communicate recycling best practices using Recycling Guidelines to reduce contam-
ination of recycling streams with non-recyclable materials.” Guidelines can be developed by the 
Sustainability Task Force working with SWANCC and the waste hauler.

• Raise City staff’s sustainability awareness. Some examples: promote paper recycling at City facil-
ities; encourage the use of bottle filling stations (currently at Library); reduce single use plastic at 
meetings and special events; encourage use of reusable food containers.

• Actively participate in groups such as the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition and the Illinois Recycling 
Association to provide greater awareness, opportunities, and incentives for waste reduction in their 
respective areas of expertise.

W
aste
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Apply Best Practices for Reduction and Recycling in the Community

• Encourage residents, businesses, and City departments to participate in source reduction, re-
use, and recycling to minimize the amount of recyclables and food waste being landfilled.

• Increase the number of businesses that implement waste reduction practices, including through 
consideration of a commercial waste franchise, and highlight these businesses for their efforts.  
Accomplish this in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce, City staff, Go Green Park Ridge 
and local professional organizations.

• Partner with District 64 and District 207 to share educational resources on waste reduction for 
children and families from kindergarten to 12th grade.

• Continue to develop initiatives at the Farmer’s Market to help educate the customers who 
support local farmers and vendors. This includes reduction of single use plastic (cups, plates, 
silverware), a continued bring-your-own-bag initiative to reduce/eliminate plastic bags from the 
vendors, and paper and compostable options instead of plastic (for example, paper straws for 
iced coffee sold at the Market).

• Assess the effectiveness of communication, perhaps through periodic online surveys.

• Consider addition of food waste collection for residents.

Image courtesy of Sergio Sousa
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25 Photoimage courtesy of Gail Milburn

Moving Forward

This Plan represents the work of a 20-member Sustainability Task Force (STF) using their 
diverse expertise combined with the action-based framework of the Greenest Region 
Compact (GRC2), which was adopted by City Council in September 2017. Some of the 
actions would be put into action by the City, and others would best be implemented 
in partnership with other units of local governments and/or community organizations.  
The Plan is not comprehensive, but rather the intent is to offer a set of sensible, feasible 
recommendations that would make an impact towards meeting sustainability goals 
including reduced greenhouse gas emissions, improved stormwater management, and 
increased energy and resource efficiency along with associated cost savings.

Addressing climate change and its impacts can seem like an insurmountable problem. 
However, this challenge must be addressed collectively by government at all levels, 
as well as citizens, businesses and organizations.  All of our actions contribute to the 
solution.  Many other municipalities have recognized this and have already developed 
and started implementing sustainability and climate action plans, particularly in the 
last two decades.  



M
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So what’s next, and what’s needed?
1. Sustainability Commission:  The City should build upon the efforts of the Sustainability Task 

Force and provide citizen guidance and assistance to implement this Plan through the formation 

of a permanent Sustainability Commission.  This Commission would work with the City to assist 

in implementation of the Plan, support the Green Team, and periodically update the Plan when 

needed because of City progress, advances in technology, changes in state and federal policy, etc.

2. Implement the Plan:  The City should provide human resources to implement actions in the Plan.  

Ideally, sustainability principles would be integrated into everyday work.  This should involve:

a. Existing City personnel reviewing and implementing actions relevant to their 

departments.

b. Forming a cross-functional City of Park Ridge “Green Team” empowered 

to reduce the environmental and greenhouse gas impact of City operations 

(buildings, fleet, etc.), as well as of actions in the community that the City 

influences through permitting, municipal code, purchasing, etc.  

c. Hiring or assigning a Sustainability Coordinator, on at least a part-time 

basis.  This person would lead the Green Team, use City outreach channels 

to encourage sustainable action by citizens and businesses, and work with 

partners inside and outside Park Ridge to implement projects.

3. Measure Progress: Development and reporting of metrics that measure progress, i.e., GHGs 

reduced, fewer vehicle miles traveled, and less energy or water used.  A brief progress report that 

documents qualitative and quantitative progress should be released to the public every 1-3 years.     

Main Street Park Ridge safely reopens for business, May 2020.

Photo
courtesy of 
Sean O’Leary



CLIMATE C2 Measure and monitor GHG emissions Start with simple measures Expand over time 

 C16 Educate the public about climate change Basic education Add over time

ENERGY E1 Conduct energy audits of municipal facilities    

 E3 Conduct retro-commissioning studies to
  optimize Public facility performance    

 E4 Implement operational changes recommended 
  in municipal retro-commissioning studies

 E5 Implement energy efficiency measures that 
  have a short-term payback (i.e. lighting, 
  occupancy sensors)

 E7 Collaborate with utilities and other agencies to
  upgrade streetlight equipment and integrate
  smart technologies

 E11 Budget and plan for long-term energy
  efficiency equipment upgrades

 E20 Track and benchmark municipal energy 
  consumption Through ENERGY STAR
  Portfolio Manager

 E1. E2 Support energy audits and retro-
  commissioning studies of residential, Start the conversation Define path forward
  commercial and institutional facilities

 E12 Install and operate renewable energy 
  systems at municipal facilities

 E13 Support the adoption of renewable energy SolSmart Bronze in place Strive for Gold
  technologies in the community

 E30 Partner with electric and gas utilities to
  promote energy efficiency Start the conversation Define path forward
  programs to the community

 E32 Publicly recognize institutional and
  private buildings that achieve Start the conversation Define path forward
  specific energy efficiency targets

 E33 Publicly recognize institutional and
  private buildings that achieve Basic Education Add Over Time
  specific energy efficiency targets 
 
LAND L8 Evaluate proposed developments for  
  groundwater levels and water quality. 

 L11 Guide future development to conserve natural
  topography, views, drainage patterns, existing      
  vegetation, and historic or cultural assets  

 L24 Plant trees to sustain and renew the urban forest Start the conversation Define path forward

 L29 Manage traditional, cultivated landscapes sustainably Start the conversation Define path forward

 L33 Enact and enforce land use policies that protect 
  valuable natural assets and support resiliency Start the conversation Define path forward

 L39 Educate the community about the value of trees,  

      Category     #                           GRC Description        Near  Term      Longer Term 
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Identify and prioritize
facilities and

complete audits

Start the conversation                Define path forward

GRC References



MOBILITY M2 Create a bicycle and pedestrian plan to
  improve connectivity in the community
  and beyond  

 M3 Implement recommendations from
  the bicycle and pedestrian plan  

 M34 Encourage residents and visitors to walk and bike 

 M12 Collaborate to provide alternative fuel
   infrastructure at public sites
  (e.g. EV Charging) 
 M18 Advocate for broad adoption of clean
  fuel fleets (i.e. utilities, businesses,
  other agencies etc.) 

 M26 Adapt building codes to accommodate 
  and encourage alternate fuel infrastructure 

 M31 Strategically manage parking policies and
  priorities to advance sustainability Start the conversation Define path forward

 M29 Encourage active transportation and
  community building in an open streets event Start the conversation Define path forward

WATER W+6 Provide water use audits to customers    

 W+7 Collaborate with energy utilities to
  integrate water conservation into energy
  audits for residential customers    

 W9 Protect surface and groundwater from
  runoff and contamination 

 W9a Avoid coal tar sealants on municipal property

 W23 Implement green infrastructure best management 
  practices on municipal properties 

 W23a Build or retrofit paved surfaces with permeable materials

 W24 Install and maintain bioswales, filter strips, trees, 
  rain gardens, and other functional landscapes 

 W24a  Collaborate to provide rain barrels, plants etc 
  for rainfall capture and storage

 W25 Encourage residents and businesses
  to reduce flood risks on their property

 W25a Incentives for overhead basement sewer conversion

 W25b Encourage property owners to disconnect downspouts 

 W41 Enact codes that protect surface and
  groundwater from runoff and contamination  

 W53 Promote tap water over bottled water

Bike Plan in place. 
 Continue

implementation

Start the conversation                Define path forward

Expand over
time

Consider
near term

installations

Define EV
and charging 

policies

G
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      Category     #                           GRC Description        Near  Term      Longer Term 

WASTE WR1 Set a specific waste reduction goal for community  

 WR1a  Set a waste reduction goal for municipal operations

 WR1b Set a waste reduction goal for the community 

 WR9 Establish and strive for specific recycling goals - 
  residential, multi-family, commercial 

 WR2 Promote and practice waste reduction
  & recycling in municipal operations 

 WR3 Reduce the use of paper in municipal offices 

 WR4 Conduct waste audits to identify waste
  reduction opportunities Start the conversation Define path forward

 WR+8 Make public events ”zero waste” Zero waste initiatives Expand over time

 WR18 Eliminate policy barriers to on-site composting Start the conversation Define path forward

 WR21 Educate the community on recycling
  and composting practices    

 WR22 Educate the community to reduce waste
  by consuming less and reusing 

Start with
simple measures

Expand over
time

Start the conversation                Define path forward

Basic education Add over time

Low hanging fruit

G
RC Referem

ces
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      Category      Description           

ENERGY Completed energy audits in City Hall and Fire Station (2016) and subsequently replaced HVAC equipment and   
 modified boilers, coolers, tanks, furnaces, and pumps at City facilities.

 Recognized as SolSmart Bronze designation May 2019, as result of changing policies to enable residential solar and   
 train City inspection and permitting staff.

 City facility lights changed to LED, starting in 2018 (ongoing effort).

LAND Park Ridge has developed, implemented and maintained a plan to assure long-term vitality of its tree canopy.

 Earned recognition for urban forest stewardship as a Tree City USA every year since 1984, including Arbor Foundation’s   
 Sterling Award in 2005. Participated in Emerald Ash Borer tree preservation treatment program.

 Regularly maintain streets and sidewalks for efficiency and safety without harming natural resources.

 The Sustainability Task Force gave away 120 Oak saplings to residents at the Farmers Market in October 2019.

 The Park District and School District 64 are in the process of converting their turf maintenance program to IPM.  GGPR   
 has been actively educating the community on the benefits of IPM since 2015.

    AIR
QUALITY

Enacted landscape waste burning ban 

MOBILITY Formed Bike Task Force, 2016-2018.  Installed bike racks at various locations around town, added bike lanes on 3 routes, and   
 installed wayfinding signs.

 Since 2015, the City has been moving forward in creating mechanisms to support sustainability.  Staring In 2015, the   
 Community Health Commission was redefined to integrate sustainability into its charter.  In September 2017, the City   
 joined GRC, and in February 2019, the Sustainability Task Force was created.

 The Sustainability Task Force and Community Health Commission presented sustainability program presentations,   
 starting with Solar and Climate in 2019.  

SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES

The City and third parties have developed and deployed recycling and collection programs, including residential 
curbside recycling program (recyclables, landscape waste), waste sharps, waste medicine/drugs collection program, 
electronics recycling, textile & clothing recycling, prescription drop-off/events, household hazardous waste drop offs 
and other programs.

 
WATER

WASTE &
RECYCLING

Adopted Lake Michigan permit water use restrictions including limitations on outside water use/inside water 
conservation fixtures 
Deploying water meter replacement program to accurately track water use/automated reading system for all 
customers
Ongoing efforts to develop a comprehensive stormwater plan to reduce structural flooding in flood prone areas.
As part of standard operations, Park Ridge continues to operate an efficient water utility that delivers clean, 
healthful, water

Park Ridge has a long history of caring for city residents, properties and culture. This Plan intends to build on these successes.   

The table below frames relevant experience, history and culture as related to sustainability:

230

Park Ridge Sustainability History



CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Kim Biederman | Diddy Blythe | Jenny Bozek | Andrea Cline

Dan Couillard | Francine D’Amico | Jeff Greve | Melissa Hulting
Mark Kleinschmit | Chris Lipman | Lauren Maloney | Tim Milburn

Kim Miller | Sean O’Leary | Jen Panattoni | Chris Parson
Steven Schilling | Mike Wapner | Chris (”CJ”) Weiss | Matt Weiss


